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Present Perfect: Two Uses
Use 1

Use the present perfect to show a  
finished past action. The exact past 
time isn’t mentioned (because it’s 
unknown or it isn’t important).

Examples:

•	 I have been to Paris.
•	 She has completed  

her assignment.
•	 We have studied Chapter 2.

What’s the difference between the  
present perfect and the simple past?

Simple Past Present Perfect

Time Markers:

•	 yesterday
•	 the day 

before 
yesterday

•	 last

Examples:

•	 I saw The Matrix last night.
•	 She tried frog’s legs last month.

Examples:

•	 I have seen The Matrix.
•	 She has never tried frog’s legs.

Time Markers:

No time marker is needed, but for 
emphasis it is possible to use:

•	 already*
•	 yet*
•	 still*

The simple past shows  
when the action occurred.

The present perfect does not 
show when the action occurred.

“when” no “when”

•	 ago
•	 when  

(for joining 
two past 
sentences)

•	 ever
•	 never

*Notes about already, yet, and still:

Already (used to emphasize that 
an action has been accomplished 
in the past) follows the normal 
pattern of Verb + Adverb + Verb, 
as in I have already read that book.

Yet (used to signify the intention 
to do something) follows an 
unusual pattern. We use yet at 
the end of a sentence, and the 
verb must be negative, as in  
I haven’t read that book yet.

Still (like yet, it is used to signify 
the intention to do something) 
also follows an unusual pattern. 
We use still before both parts of 
the verb, and the verb must be 
negative, as in I still haven’t read 
that book. 
Be careful not to get confused 
with the other use of still (used to 
emphasize an ongoing action), 
which is commonly used with a 
positive verb and the present 
progressive tense, as in I am still 
waiting for your call.
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Present Perfect: Two Uses
Use 2

Use the present perfect to show an action 
that started in the past, continues to the 
present, and may continue into the future.

Note: 

The focus of the present perfect is on the past to the present. 
The future isn’t really important for this tense. If we need to 
emphasize that the action will continue into the future, we can use 
the present perfect progressive tense (have + be + -ing verb), 
as in this example: I have been studying English for five years.

Time Markers:

•	 for*
•	 since*

Examples:

•	 I have lived in San Francisco for 12 years.
•	 She has studied English since she was a child.
•	 They have worked at Starbucks for two years.

*Notes about for and since:

For is used to indicate  
the duration of an action.

Since is used to indicate  
the starting point of an action.
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Present Perfect
Vs. Simple Past

I                            to London last year.

                          she                            you last night?

I                            in Texas for five years.

Our class still                            The Hobbit.

She                            to New York.

He                            sick since last week.

Last month, I                            my friend in Taiwan.

My coworkers                            on this presentation for a month.

                          you ever                            Godzilla?

The bus driver                                         the stop sign when he passed the intersection.

We                                      to the new mall yet.

He                            already                            his homework.
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Decide whether the present perfect or 
simple past form of the verb is necessary 
in each of the following sentences.

(go)

(call)

(live)

(read)

(be)

(be)

(visit)

(work)

(watch)

(see, not)

(go, not)

(finish)
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